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Germantown fire
station slated for
2008 winter debut

m Needed to support growth in upcounty

BY MEGHAN TIERNEY
STAFF WRITER

The first new fire company in Montgomery
County in more than 25 years was formally
welcomed with a groundhreaking ceremony
last week.

Germantown/Kingsvicw Fire Station No.
22, near the intersection of Clopper and Ger-
mantown roads near Boyds, is expected to
open in late 2008, county officials said. Con-
struction began in September.

The facility, also referred to as the West
Germantown station, is the first of four
upcouty stations officials expect to begin
construction on in the next three years, said
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STATION

Counfy  Council  President
Michael J. Knapp (D-Dist. 2} of
Germantown, The East German-
town,. Travilah and Clarksburg
stations ate all in various stages
of the design procass,

“Ttds is the tme we've been
waiting for," Assistant Fire Chief
Bradlev S. Graham said at the
Nov, 29 ceremnony, which drew

3 = about 100 people.,
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Montgomery County Fire Chief Thomas W. Batr Jr. speaks Thurstiay at fhe ““fd for ‘”“‘je‘“ed fire ser V-
the groundbreaking ceremony for Germantown/Kingsview Fire Stativa ices, and the County (,‘.D““Cﬂ
Sy gave the go-ahead for six new
No. 22. County Executive lsiah Leggett looks on. fire stations — including the
four upconnty facilities - n
2000, Station Ne. 22 will be the
county’s first new fire company
since 1981, according 1o Pefe
Piringer, a county fire rescue

services spokesma.

Station No. 22 will serve a
23.7-mile area suetching rough-
Iy from Route 117 to Route 28
bounded by Bucklodge and War-
ing Station roads to the castand
west, The station will answer
calls to the South Germawtows
tonal Park, including the
and SocesrPlex, ss well as
homes, commercial properties
and schivols in the Clopper Vil-
fage and Kingsview Viltage sec-
tions of Germantown.

One station currenily sesves
the Germaniown area — lire
Station1 No. 29 on Crystal Rock
Drive, which opened as a sub-
station of Hyattsvifle’s Fiye Sta
tion No, 9 in 1981 and was
expanded in 1988, In 2006, 5,774
five rescue incidents accurred in
the staton’s 28.4-squarc-mile
area, offivials have said, and it
had an average response time of
9.25 minutes to fie incidents,
longer than the department’s
stx-minute goal.

The county’s poputation has
grown hy 61 percent since the
cusrent Gesuantown  statien
opened,  increasing  fram
578,053 in 1900 to 932,131 ivi
2006, according to the U.S. Cen-
sus  Bureaw, Germantown,
which cmrently has a popula-
tion of around 86,000, s been
adding about 2,000 residents a
vear since 1874, according to
county plauning department
figures. Phirteen new schools
have opened in Germantown
singe 1981, avcording fu Bruce
Crispels, director of long range
planning  for  Montgomery
County Public Schonls.

The station will be a one-
stary, 16,770-square-foot strue-
e and include six apparatus
bays, admiristrative and living
areas, piivate quarters and sup-
port space.

‘The station will open with
four fivefighters statfing -one fire
engine as well as four emer-
gency workers for its two EMS
unizs; and volunteer personnel
may pifch in on nights ang
wegkends,

“We eouldet be happics,”
Trish Heffelfinger. executive
director of the nearby Maryland
SoccerPlex, said last. week,
adding that the facility averages
two or thres transports per tour-
nament. “1 just wish it had
opened seven vears ago.”




